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This study sought to determine the extent to which 
selected publications of the Ontario Department of Agriculture and 
Food were received by farmers in the Province on Ontario, Canada. 
Investigations were made of relationships between various social and 
demographic characteristics . of respondents, and their receipt of 
these publications. A questionnaire was mailed to a randomly selected 
two per cent sample of Ontario farmers. Stratification by counties 
ensured fa rm e r representation in each of the 54 counties comprising 
Ontario. A response rate of 46% yielded 894 completed questionnaires. 
One half of the respondents received none of three publications 
included in this study. A positive relationship was found between 
receipt of publications and the following characteristics of 
respondents: age, formal education, marital status, main source of 
income, size of farm, working status, commercial status, number of 
agricultural meetings attended, membership in organizations, 
childrens' membership in 4-H or Junior Farmer clubs, and district of 
residence in Ontario, (author/mf) 
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Introduction 

M*o J h n,*i< Ud L WaS d ® sl?ned t0 determine (1) the extent of receipt and 

: a^^ 0n ^ arl ° De P artment ° f Agriculture and Food* 

Li, . farmers, and (2) the relationships between receipt and use of 

dents? 11 * and Selectcd Petsonel and social characteristics of respon- 



Background 

a nm,anv h ^ 8 ^ aP o r ° Xi ? ately tw0 mllUotl Publications are distributed 

f;i y by the On ' ario Department of Agriculture and Food, answers were 
not known to questions concerning receipt and effectiveness of these 

loev 1 ? ? th th f exlstln8 ra P id increase in agricultural techno- 

s important that all forms of information dissemination to the 

? 1 Onta ^ io be examined to ensure their effectiveness in making 

farmers aware of new ideas and practices. 

~ 4 .t, Te r hnl ’? a3 ' farmin 8 publications can be a useful aid in the education 
011118 caimunlt y # To be successful, however, the authors and 

reads and°uL« e ^ t0 " ha 5 proportlcm of the rural population receives, 
reads and uses these publications. Background facts, such as age, 

education, income and other personal characteristics of both recipients 
impact n ” reClPientS ° f publicatlons can be useful in assessing their future 

Studies on receipt and use of technical publications show varying 
resuits. In one survey, only six percent of farmers reported using 
agricultural bulletins as a source of information. 2 

A study in Ontario revealed similar results. Farmers ranked 
agricultural bulletins fifth in importance as sources of information, 
behind magazines, extension workers, salesmen, and friends or neighbours. 3 

However, when the effectiveness is viewed in relation to the cost 

0 met: o s o teaching, agricultural bulletins appear in a somewhat 

Studies in the United States over a number of years show 
Vf b ^ letln s tank fourth behind news and radio stories, circular letters, 
and office calls respectively when ratio of practices adopted to costs 
is considered. « Similar studies showed that bulletins accounted for 
.5 percent of all practices adopted as the result of Extension influence. 5 

1 publications to be effective as a teaching method to farmers, the 
latter must know of the existence of these publications, and also read them. 
A limited amount of Canadian research has focused on this area. In the 

Sanders6 stated that the number of booklets Dublished~and 

ri^ frn « e 7 b Ji^ e U ? it: ?noA tateS De P artment of Agriculture and County Agents 
rose from 7 million in 1930 to 52 million in 1962. 



These publication were: 'Field Crop Recommendations for Ontario", 

Guide to Chemical Weed Control" and "Dairy Husbandry in Ontario". 

iers Get ftifi ormation. Agricultural Communications Report 

No. 14 University of Illinois, Hay 1963. 

Jain, Navin C. The Relat ion of Information Source Use to the Fa rm 
~£f : ct ^ e Adoption and Farmers* Characteristics in Waterloo Coun tv. 

M.S. Thesis. University of Guelph. September 1965. p.69. 

Wilson, Meredith C. and Gallup, Gladys. Extension Teaching Methods. 

Extension Service Circular No. 495. United States Department of 

Agriculture, August 1955. p. 17. 

3 Ibid. p,56. 

Sanders, H. C. The Co-operative Exte nsion Service Prentice-Hall 
N Inc., New Jersey^ 1966. p.211. “ 



